








Coal Tar & Pavement Sealers (Part II)

By Jerry Zak, GEI Consultants

In the last two issues of the MGP Reporter we
described the city of Austin's (Texas) ban on coal-
tar-based pavement sealers within city limits, and
related concerns raised by the Dane County (Wis-
consin) Lakes and Watershed Commission. Now,
the February 2007 issue of Chemical and Engineer-
ing News (C&EN) has devoted four pages to the
Austin ban.

C&EN summarized the nature and non-coal tar
sources of PAHs, quoted Mateo Scoggins, the city’s
aquatic biologist, and got input from Geoff Crenson,
Chairman of the Pavement Coating Technology
Center. According to the C&EN report, 85 million
gallons of coal-tar-based pavement sealers are sold
annually in the US, accounting for around $100 mil-
lion of sales. While non-coal-tar-related coatings
are available, Crenson was quoted as explaining that
coal-tar-based sealers have the advantage of resis-
tance to ultraviolet rays.

In response to the Austin ban, the Pavement Coat-
ing Technology Center conducted its own study,
using the Tampa, Florida-based environmental
consulting firm Environ. The study found that the
average concentration of PAHs in Austin waterways
is comparable with averages in urban waterways
across the US. In addition, the study took excep-
tion to the city’s conclusion that pavement sealer
was the main source of measured PAHs in waterway
sediments. According to C&EN, Robert DeMott,
Environ’s principal toxicologist, said the city needed
to know what “....percent of PAHs came from
sealed parking lots and what portion came from a
variety of other sources.”

We'll continue to monitor developments and keep
you up-to-date.
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Redevelopment, Site Management and
Contaminant Issues of former MGPs
and other Tar Oil Polluted Sites

This international conference on the redevelopment
of Manufactured Gas Plants (MGP) in Dresden ad-
dresses the remediation of such sites by focusing on ap-
propriate remediation technologies, risk assessment and
legal issues, case studies, integrated strategies and fit for
purposes approaches as well.

The objective of this conference is to exchange
experiences and ideas concerning the management of
abandoned tar contaminated sites in general (MGE,
wood preserving sites, coking plants). It will provide a
platform for problem owners, site managers, companies
being active in the field of remediation technologies,
and community stakeholders.

Special Sessions, round table and panel discussions
will be offered according the demand. An exhibi-
tion will provide information on the state of the art of
remediation.

Please find further information on the internet at:
www.mgp2008.com.

Thanks to Andy Coleman, Ph.D,,
of Electric Power Research In-
stitute for sharing this pertinent
book cover. If you come across
anything related to MGPs or coal
tar, which you think would be

of interest, please email to du-
nites@geiconsultants.com.




